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Let all things be done to edifying. 2% 
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- W HE N Fuds Macchabew had'new built the Alrar, and 
A 


repair'd the Temple at Hieryſalem, after it had been 
polluted and laid waſte for 'Three Years together ; 
the Church of God at that time and place rejoiced ſo much at 


it, that they kept the Dedication of it Eight days, and order'd 


'- "med that could any way conduce to the Ed 
People, as things then ſtood? The ſame may be faid of our 


that the ſame ſhould be obſerv'd every Tear; 1 Maechab. 4.59. 


And ſo we find it was in our Saviour time; for he himſelf 
was pleas'd to honour that Feſtival, 'tho* only of Pte te 


Inſtitution, with his own Preſence z Fohn 10. L. In the like 


manner, we of this Pariſh have cauſe to be traniported with 


Joy. and Gladneſs, and to ſpend this Day in praiſing and adoring 


' the moſt High God, for that our Church, which hath lai 


waſte for above five times Three Years, is now at laſt rebuilt 
and fitted again for his Worſhip and Service. For what the 


Altar and Temple were unto the ems then, the ſame will our 
Church be unto us now. Did they there offer up their <acri- 


fices unto God as Types of the Death of Chriſt ? We ſhall here 
Commemorate the {aid Death of Chriſt, tipity'd by thoſe Sacri- 
fices. Did they come from all parts of Fudea to worſhip God 


there? So ſhall we, I hope, come from all parts of this Pariſh 


to worſhip God here. Was the Temple an Houle of re to 
9 


them? So is this Church to us. Was that the Place where 
according to his Promiſe, came unto his People to bleſs them? 


I do not doubt but he will do the fame to us in this Place; if we 


come unto it, and carry Our-ſclves in ĩt as we ought to do. In 


ſhorr, Was the Temple the Place where all thing were * 
ify ing o 3 


Church, as ac now ſtand. For whatſoever is, or can be ne- 
ceſſary to the edify ing of our Souls here, and fo to their Eternal 
Salvation hereafter, is clearly and fully comprebended in thoſe 
ſeveral Offices, which according to the Laws of the Land, are 
now to be perform id in this place. Neither is there any thing 
conrain'd in any of them, but What doth really conduce to 


- theſe great Ends and Purpoſes. 


/ : | But 
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But this being a thing which is deny'd by ſome, and un- 


derſtood but by few amongſt us, I ſhall endeavour to explain 
and demonſtrare unto all. Which I chuſe to do at this time, 
becauſe tis the moſt proper Subject I could think of for this 
| Occaſion. For unlefs what is to be now done in this place, 


will anſwer to the Ends wherefore it is erected, all the Coſts 
and Charges that have been laid our upon it, will be to no 
purpoſe at all. But if it can be fully made out, That the 
Service, which is here to be perform'd, doth highly conduce - 
to the Advancement of God's Glory and your Happineſs, the 
great Ends wherefore ſuch Places are erected, then you can- 
not but acknowledge that whatſoever any ot you have con- 
tributed: towards it, is the belt Money that you. ever ſpent; 


and that this Day wherein the ſaid Service is begun to be per- 


form' d in it, is one of the moſt joytul Days that this Pariſh 
ever ſaw. 5 | | | 

. This therefore, is that which I ſhall endeavour to prove 
at this time: And for that end I have choſen theſe Words for 


| the Ground and Foundation of all that I ſhall ay upon this 


Subject, Let all things be done ta Edifying. For the right un- 
derſtanding whereot, we muſt know, That the Apoſtle ha- 
ving in this Chapter diſcours'd at large concerning the way 


and nranner of holding Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and having pro- 


ved, That whatſoever is there ſaid, ought ro be ſpoken in 
ſuch a Language, that all there preſent may underſtand, and 
ſo beedify*a by it; he at lait ſums up the whole in this propo- 
lation, How is it then, Brethren ? when je come together, every 


one of you bath a Pſalm, hath a Dotty ine, hath a Tongue, hath 4 : 


Revelation, hath an Interpretation ? Let all things be done unto 
Edifying : As if he ſhould have faid, Wharloever Gifts any 
of you have, or pretend to. yet when you meet together up- 
on a Religious Account, for the Publick Worſhip of God, 
take ſpecial care that all things be there done, to the Edify- 
ing of all who are there on” 2 From whence it is plain, 


that the Apoſtle lays down this as a general Rule, neceſſary 
to be obſerv'd in all Chriſtian ' Congregations. So that when» | 


ſoever we meet. together to Worſhip and Serve. God; if 


| any thing be there done, which is not for our Edihcation, 
we come ſhort of this Rule, and ſo we do roo, it any thing 


be there wanting that may conduce to that end. For ac- 
cording to this Rule, as nothing is to be there done but what | 
& for our Edifying, ſo alſo on the other fide, all things that 
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are, or can be for our Edify ing, ought to be there done. 
But for our better underſtanding the true ſenſe and 9— ort 
of this Rule, it is neceſſary to conſider what the Apoſtle here 


means by Edifying; for which he muſt know, That all Chri- 


ſtians being, as the ſame Apoſtle faith, of che Houſhold of God 
Built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophetes, Feſus Cbrift 
himſelf being the chief Corner-ſtone ; Eph. 2. 19, 10. Hence 
whatſoever rendsto the ſtrengthening, ſupporting, cementing, 
or railing this Fabrick higher, whatſoever it is whereby Men 
are made more firm and folid Chriſtians, more holy and per- 
fect Men than they are before, by that they are faid to be 
edifyd. And therefore, it is a great miſtake tor Men to think 
as many do, that they are edi by what they hear, meerly be- 
cauſe they know perhaps ſome little thing which before they 
were ignorant of. For Knowledge (as the Apoſtle faid ) puffer 

up, It is Charity that edifieth ; 2 Cor. 8. 1. And therefore, what- 
ſoever Knowledge we attain to, we cannot be faid to be edify'd 
by it, any further than as it influences our Minds, excites our 
Love, and inclines our Hearts to God and goodneſs. And that 
this is the true Notion of edifying, is plain from the Apoltle's 
own Words; whe he faith, Let no corrupt commmication come 
out of hour mouths, but that which # for the uſe of edifying, that 
it may miniſter Grace unto the hearers ; Epheſ. 4. 29. For from 
hence it is manifelted, that that only is properly ſaid to edify, 
that miniſters Grace unto us; whereby we are made more pure 
and holy than we were betore. And therefore, we read o 
Edifying our ſelves in love, Epheſ. 4. 1 6. and building up our ſelves ' 
in our moſt holy Faith, Jude 2.0. which are the true Graces that 
make up a real and true Chriſtian, And nothing, can be ſaid 
to ediſj, but what tends to the exciting and increaſing of them: 
Until me come (as the Apoſtle faith ) in the unity of the Faith, 
and of the knowkdge of the Son of God, unto a . man, unto 
the meaſure f the ſtature of the fulneſi of Chriſt ; Ephel. 4. 12,13. 

Hence therefore, when the Apoſtle faith, Let all thing be done 

es edifying, his meaning in brief is this, That in all our Chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies, when we meet together to worſhip and ſerve 
God, all things there are to be ſo done, that we may return 

home wiſer and better than we came thither ; with our know- 
ledge of God and Chriſt increaſed, our Deſires enlarged, our 
Love inflamed, our Faith confirmed, all our Graces quickened, 

and ſo our whole Souls made more humble, more holy, more 


hke- to God, than they were before. 3 
: | The 
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The Words being thus briefly explain, d, I ſhall now apply 
them to our preſent „and ſhew that this Form of Relt- 
gious Worſhip, which is preſcrib'd by our Church, eſtabliſh'd 

by the Laws of the Land, and therefore to be us'd now in this 
| Place, agrees exactly with this Rule or Canon of the holy a- 
pPoſtle, even chat all things in it are done to edifying. E 
But before we prove that that Form in particular, which our 
Church hath preſer ib d, is agreeable to this Apoſtolical Rule, it 
is neceſſary to prove firſt, That the preſcribing a Form in ge- 
neral is ſo For unleſs the preſcribing a Form in general, 
according to this Rule, no Worm in particular, that is preſcrib'd, 
can poſſibly agree with it. But now, that this Rule admits, 
yea, requires the preſcribing of ſome Form, is evident from the 
Rule it ſelf. For the Apoſtle here commands the Church of 
Corinth, and fo all Provincial Churches, to take care that in their 
Religious Aſſemblies all things be done to edifying. But how is it 
Poſſible for any Provincial Church to ſee that this be dene, 
except ſhe preſcribes ſome certain Form for the doing of it? 
If every Minifter of a Pariſh ſhould be left to his own liberty to 
do what he pleasd in his own Congregation, altho* ſome per- 
haps might be ſo wiſe and prudent as to oblerve this Rule, as 
well as they could; yet conſidering the Corruption of Hu- | 
mane Nature,we have much cauſe to tear that orhers would nor. | 
At leaſt the Church could be no way ſecured that all would; | 
and therefore muſt needs be obliged to conſider of, and ap- 
point ſome ſuch Form to be uſed in all her Congregations, by 
which he may be fully aſſured that this Apoſtolical Rule is every 
where obſerved, as it ought to be. And altho' we ſhould ſup- 
- what can never be expected, that all the Clergy in every 
rovince ſhould be as wiſe and as good as they ought to be, 
yet it cannot be ſuppoſed that every one of them ſhould un- 
derſtand what is for the Edification of the People as well as 
all together. And therefore it muſt needs be acknowledged, 
that the ſureſt way to have this Rule obſerved, is, for the 
Governours of every Church, -and the whole Clergy, to meet 
together by their Repreſentatives, in a Synod or Convocation, | 
and there, upon mature Deliberation, agree upon ſome ſuch 
Form, which they in their Prudence and Conſciences judge 
do be according to this Rule, which the Ayoſtle here lays down © 
before them | bes I ALI | 
And beſides that, the preſcribing a Form in general, is more | 
for our Edifing, than to leave every one to do what ſceins f 
G o 
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CCC e. 
good in his own Eyes. We have the concurrent Teſtimony, * 
Experience, and Practice of the Univerſal Church. For Wwe 
never read, or hear of any Church in the World from the 
Apoſtles Days to ours, but what took this courſe. Tho? all 
have not uſed the fame, yet no Church but have uſed ſome 
Form or other. And therefore for any Man to fay, that it 
is not lawful, or not „ or not ſo edify ing, to uſe a 
Form ef Prayer in the Publick Worſhip of God, is to con- 
tradict the general ſenſe of Chriſtianity, to condemn the holy 
 Catholick Church; and to make himſelf wiſer: than all Chri- 
ſtians that ever were before him. Which, whatſoever it may 
be thought now, was always heretofore, reckoned one of the 
greateſt {ins and follies that a Man could be guilty of. 
. Nay, more than all this too: For this is not only to make 
a Man's ſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians, but wiſer than Chriſt 
himſelf ; for it is impoſſible to preſcribe any Form of Prayer 
in more plain and expreſs Terms than he hath done it, where 
. .hefaith; When ye pray ſay, Our Father which art in Heaven, &c. 
Luke 11.2. And I hope none here preſent but will acknow- 
ledge that Chriſt, by whom alone we can be edify d, knows 
better what is, or What is not for our Edification, than we, 
or all the Men in the World can do. And therefore, ſecing 
he hath not only preſcribed a Form of Prayer for his Liſciples. | 
! 
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to uſe, butt hath expreſly commanded them to uſe it, we, who 
profeſs our ſelves to be his Diſciples, ought to reſt fully ſa- 
tisty'ed in our Minds, that uſing of a Form of Prayer, is not 
only lawful, but much more for our Edifying than it is poſſible 
for any other way of Praying to be: 

I be fame may be proved alſo from the nature of the thing 
ie ſelf, by ſuch Arguments, which do not only demonſtrate» ©! 

that it is ſo, but likewiſe ſhew how it comes to be ſo. For, 

| Firſt, in order to our being edity*d, fo as to be made better 2 

| and holier, whenſoever we meet together upon a Religious 


| account, it is neceſſary that the fame good and holy things bs | 
always inculcated . upon us after one and the ſame 
manner. For we cannot but all find by our own Experience, | 
how difficult ic is to- faſten any thing that is truly good either | 
upon ourſelves or others, a that it is rarely, if ever effected. 
without frequent repetitions of it. Whatſoever good things 
we hear only once, or now and then, tho? perhaps upon tie 
hearing of them, they may ſwim for a while in our Brains, 
yet they ſeldom link down into our Hearts, (o as to * ane 
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be they what they will; S0 that at the beſt we can but pra 


ſway og 
to our being ediſy d by them. Whereas,by a Set 
mind of all things lary for us to know or do, fo that it 
always ig done by the fame Words and Expreſſions, which by 
their conſtant uſe will imprint the things themſelves ſo firmly 


in our mids, that it will be no eaſy matter to obliterate or 
race them out; but do what we can, they will ſtill occur up- 


on all occaſions; which cannot but be very much for our 
Chriſtian Edification. 1 
Moreover, that which conduceth to the 
Souls, and raiſing up our Aff 
muſt needs be acknowledged to conduce much to our Edifica- 
tion. But it is plain, that as to ſuch purpoſes, a ſet Form 
of Prayer is an extraordinary help to us; tor if I hear another 
ray, and know not before hand what he will ſay, I muſt firſt 
iſten to what he will ſay neet ; then I am to conſider, whe» 


ther what he ſaith be agreeable to found Doctrin, and whe- 


ther it be proper and lawful for me to joyn with him in the 
Petitions he puts up to God Almighty ; and if I think it is 


ſo, then I am to do it. But before I can well do that, he is got 


to another thing: By which means it is very difficult, if not 
Morally impoſſible, to joyn with him in every thing ſo regu- 


larly as I ought to do. But by a Set Form of Prayer all this 


trouble is prevented; for having the Form continually in my 


mind, being r acquainted with it, fully approving of 


_ thing in it, I have nothing elſe to do wilſt the Words 
are ſounding in mine Ears, but to move my Heart and Affe- 
ctions ſuitable to them, to-raiſe up my Deſires of thoſe good 
things which are pray'd for, to fix my Mind wholly upon 
God, whilſt Iam praiſing of him, and fo to employ, quicken, 
and lift up my whole Soul in performing my Devotions to him. 
No Man that hath been accuſtomed to à Set Form for a 
conſiderable time, but may eaſily find this to be true by h 
own Experience: And by conſequence, that this way of Pray» 
ing is a greater help to us, than they can imagine that never 
tryal of it. SHEET | | 


ma | - | 
| . this may be alſo added, That if wel hear another pray: 
ing a Prayer of his own private Compoſition or _ voluntary © - 


Effuſion, our Minds are wholly bound up and confined xo his 
Words and Expreſſions, and to his Requeſts and Petitions, 
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as It is A ſhould do, in order 
ag ee Form of Pub- 
lick Devotions rightly Compo d, as we are continually put in 


ickning our 
ions in our Publick Devotions, 


ny _ 
his 
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his Prayer. Whereas when we pray 
by the Church, we pray the Prayers o 


that we have all the devout and pious Souls that are in it, 


Prayer conduceth very much: And then Secondly, It is re- 
unto us in Feſws Chriſt our Lord: And I verily believe that 


their Prayers, they have done with them, and concern them- 
| ſelves no more about them, than as if they had never prayed 


Prayers, when we Our: ſelves do not mind whether he anſwers 
them or no? nor believe and truſt upon him for it? For 
- certainly truſting on God, as it is one of the higheſt Acts of 
Religion that we can perform, ſo it is that which gives Life 


"3 . 
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1 Form preſcribed 

t the whole Church we 
live in, which are common to the Miniſter and People, to 
Our-ſel ves, and to all the Members of the ſame, Church: 80 


—— 


concurring and joining with us in them: Which cannot ſure- 
ly but be more effectual for Edify ing, not only of Our-ſelves 
in particular, but of the Church in general, than any private 
Prayer can be. VCC | 
Laſtly, In order to our being edify'd by our Publick Devo- 
tions, as it is neceſſary that we know before-hand what we | 


— a 


are to pray for, ſo it is neceſſary that we afterwards know | 
What we have 8 for, when we have done. For I ſup- | 
pPoſe you will all | 


rant, that all the good and benefit we can 
receive from our Prayers, is to be Ultimately reſolved into 
God's gratious Hearing, and anſwering of them: Without 
which, they will all come to nothing. But there are two 
things required to the obtaining an Anſwer of our Prayers : 
Firſt, That we ſincerely and earneſtly deſire good things at 
the Hands of God, to which, as I have ſhewn, a Set Form of 


quired. alſo, that we truſt and depend upon God for his grant. 
ing of them, according to the Promiſes which he hath made 


one great Reaſon why Men pray fo often to no purpoſe, is, 
becauſe they do not take this courſe : But when they have done 


at all. But how can we expect that God ſhould anſwer our 


and Vigor, Vertueand Efficacy to our Prayers, withourwhich 
we have no ground at all to expect they ſhould: be anſwer- 


ed. For God having promiſed to anſwer our Prayers, except 


we truſt on Him for his Performance of ſuch: Promiſes, we 
loſe the Benefit of them, and by conſequence our Prayers too. 


And therefore, as ever we. defire that he ſhould grant us what 
we pray for, when we have directed our Prayers to him, we 


muſt {till look up, Plal. 3. 3. expecting and hoping for the 
AW „ att 
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Nov as this is a thing of greater conſequence, ſo a ſet Form of Prayer is 
74 a greater help to us in it, than it is commonly thought to be. For it we 
hear another utter a Prayer ex tempore, which he never ſaid, nor we heard 
before, nor ever ſhall.do it again, it is much if he himſelf can remember 
the tenth part of what he ſaid: how much leſs can we that herd him, do 
it? And if we cannot poſſibly remember what we pray d tor, how is it 
poſſible for us to expect it at the Hands of God, or to depend upon him for 
it ? But no it is quite otherwiſe hen we uſe a Set Form of Prayer. For 
dy this means when we have pray d, we can recolled Our- ſelves, look over 
our Prayers again, either in a Book, or in our Minds, where they are im- 
printed; we can conſider diſtinctly what we have asked at the Hands of 
Gd, and ſo act our Faith and Confidence on Him, for the granting every 
Petition we have put up unto him, according to the Promiſes which he hath 
made us to that purpoſe. And as this is the ſureſt way whereby to obtain 
what we pray for, it muſt needs be the moſt Edifying way of Praying that 
ve can poſſibly uſe, 1 3 
Theſe things being duly weigh'd, I ſhall now take it for granted, That 
the ufing'a Form in general in the Publick Worſhip of God, is agreeable 
to this Apoſtolicai Rule, Let all things be done to Ediſying; and ſo ſhall 
proceed to ſhew, That that Form in particular, which our Church hath ap- 
pointed to be uſed upon fuch Occaſions.is fo too. For which end it is not 
neceſſary that I ſhould run thro? every particular Word, Phraſe, or Ex- 
preſſion in the Common · Prayer, much leſs that I ſhould vindicate and de- 
fend it from every little Exception, that Ignorance or Malice may make 
againſt ſomet hing in it. For nothing ever yet was, or,can be ſaid or written 
but ſomething or other may be ſaid, or written againſt it, either well or ill, | 
But my buſineſs muſt be to prove, That the Form. of Divine Service, con- | 
rained in the Book of Common Prayer, which is now uſed in the Church of 
England, conduceth ſo much to the Eqifying thoſe that uſe it, that it a- 
grees exactly to the Rules which the Apoſtle here preſcribes in that caſe. 
| And this I ſhall demonſtrate from four Heads. 1. From the Language. 2, 
From the Matter or Subſtance of it, 3. From the Method. And 4. from the 
Manner of Performing it, For if it be Edifying in all theſe Reſpects, ir 
muſt needs be acknowledged to be ſo in the whole, There being nothiog 
in it, . but what may be reduced to ſome of theſe Heads. | ; 
+ Firſt, Therefore as to the Language, you all know that the whole Service 
is performed in Engliſh, the Vulgar and the Common Language of the Na- 
tion, which every one underſtands, and ſo may be Edified by it. And this, 
indeed, is the Ground and Foundation of all the Benefit that we can poſſioly 
receive from our Publick Prayers. And therefore in the Church of Rome, 
the Common People are made uncapable of being Edified by the Prayers 
of the Church, in that they are all made in Latin, a Language which they 
do not underſtand, So that when they meet to worſhip God, there are ſeldom 
any in the Congregation that knows what is (aid there, except the Prieſt 
that read it, and ofrentimes nor he neither. By which means they have 
no ſuch thing really amongſt them as Common Prayer, Neither is it 
4 Pollible for the Gommon People to be ever cditicd by wha is there {© 


aid or | 
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to be performed in an unknown Tongue, directly contrary, gat only had 
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done, except they eould be onte convinc'd by ie of the horrible abuſe which. 


their Church puts upon them, in commanding all her Publick Devotions 


the Rple in my Text, but to the Delign of this whole Chapter. 
Bur, bleſſed be God for it, it is no fo with us. For ours is truly Commons 


Prayer, for it is written and read in that Language which is common to all 
the Congregations in the Kingdom, and to every Perſon in each Congre- 


",. . gation. So that all the People of the Land, whatſoever Rank or Condition 
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mon- Prayer may juſtly deſerve that Title: It being all made up of ſuch fit 


they are of, may joyn together in the uſe of every thing that is in it, and 
ſo be joynrly Ediſied by it: Eſpecially, conſidering that it is not only all in 


Diſcourſe with one another. There are no unuſual or obſolute Words, no 


hard or uncouth Phraſes in it, but every thing is expreſſed at clearly and 
plaihly as Words can do it: So that the meaneſt Perſon in the Congrega- 


tion that underſtands but his Mother tongue, may be ediſied by it, as well 
as the greateſt Scholar. | | . 8 
But that which is chiefly to be conſidered in the Language of the Com- 


mon · Prayer, is that it is not only common, but proper too. Tho? the words 
there uſed be all but common words, yet they are ſo uſed that they properiy 


expreſs the things that are deſigned by them. This, I confeſe, may ſeem to 
be no great matter at firſt ſight᷑, yet it is that withour which we might be 
ſubberted, by that which was intended for our Edification, For impropriety 
of Speech is matter of Religion, hath given occaſion to all, or moſt of the 
Schiſms, Errors and Hereſies that here infeſted this, or any other Church; 
as might eaſily be demonſtrated. Hence the Apoſtle gave Timer, 4 Form 
of found Words, and charged him to hold it taſt: Hold faſt (ſays he) the 
Form of ſound Words which thou haſt heard of me, 2 Tim. 1. 13. As Know- 
ing, that except the Words, whereby he uſually expreſſed Divine Truths, 


wereſoundand proper, it would-be impoſſible for his Notions and Opini- 
ons of the things themſelves to be ſo. And certainly, if ever there was, 4 


Form of ſaund Words, compoſed by Mea ſiuce the Apoſtles times, our Com- 


and proper, ſuch ſound and wholeſom Words, that if we do bur hold taſt 
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to them, there is no fear of our talling, either into Hereſy or Schiſin. For 


they, being duly conſidered, vill ſuggeſt to dur Minds, right and true Ap- 
prehenſions of all the Articles of our Chriſtian Religion; and ſo not only 
make us ſound, but build us up ſtrong and firm in our moſt Holy Faith: 


So that conſidering the plainneſs and perſpicuity, the ſoundneſs and pro- 
priety of Speech which is uſed in it, the leaſt that can be faid of the Com · 


von- Prayer, is, That all things in it are fo worded, as is molt for the edi. 


Hing of all thoſe that uſe it. 2 


* 
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And as the Words in the Common Prayer are all as edifying as Words 
can be, ſo, in the Second place, is the Matzer expreſſed by thoſe Words Fur 
there is nothing in it, bur what is.neceſſary for our Edification, and all 
things that are or can be for our Edification, are plainly in it. Firſt, I fay,, 


, op 


"Engliſh, but in common and plain Engliſh, ſuch as we uſe in our common 


There is nothing in our Liturgy, but what is neceflary for our Edification. 


There are no ſuch Fables in it, or Endleſs Geuenlogier, which (as the Nach) 
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| Gith) 3 Queſtions rather than godly Edifying, which in Faith, 
1 Tim; 1. 4. There are.none of thoſe vain Diſpararions and imperrineve | 
Controverfies, which have of late been raiſed in the Church, to its great 
diſturbance, rather than its Edification. There are no new Opinions, no airy 


Speculations in it, which ſerve only to tickle Men's Ears, and pleaſe ther 


Fancies, and ſo divert their Thoughts from what they are about. Look it 
all over without prejudice and partiality, conſider ſeriouſly every thing that 


is in it, and you will find nothing aſſerted, but what is coſonant to God's 


Word, aothing pray d for, but according to his Promiſe, nothing requir d 
as a Duty, bur whar is agreeable to his Commands, nothing ſaid or done, 
— what is grave and ſober, ſolemn and ſubſtantial ; nothing but what be- 


comes the Worſhip of.our Great and Almighty Creator. And therefore, ' 


nothing but what we may ſome way or other be edified by it, 
Andi as there is nothing! in it but what is Edifying, ſo all things that are, 
or can be edifying are in it. For nothing can be neceſſary to edify and 


make us ſolid and perfect Chriſtians elſe, but what is — either to be 
belie ved, or done, or obtained by us. But there is nothing neceſſary to be 


known or believed, but we are taught it; not hing neceſſary to be done, but 
we are enjoyned in it; nothing ueceſſary to be obtained, but we pray for 
it in our Publick Form of Divine Service. 

For tirſt, as to thoſe things which are neceſſary to be known or be- 
 Lieved, it is acknowledged by all Proteſtants, that they are fully contained 
ia the Holy Scriptures, which make a great, it not the greateſt part of our 
Divine Service, and are conſtantly read over, the Pſalms once every Month, 


the Ola Teſtament once, and the New thrice every Year, And all the Fun- 


damechral Articles of our Chriſtian Faith, revealed in the Holy Scriptures, 
being briefly ſummed uy in che Apoſtles Creed; that we may be ſure to 
keep them always in our Minds, we have that Creed read and repeated, al- 
ways once, and moſt commonly twice every day in the Year, And ſeeing 


the Godhead of our Bleſſed Saviour, the Foundation of our whole Religion, 


hath been, and ill is denied by ſome, leſt we ſhould be led away with the 
Error of the wicked, every Sunday and Holy-day we read the Nicene Creed, 
wherein in the Godhead both of the Son and Holy Ghoſt is aſſerted and exe 
plained. And that we may not entertain any erroneous Opinions concern- 


ing the moſt Holy Trinity, or the Incarnation of the Son of God, but the 
true Catholick Faith whole and undefil d, upon certain days every Year we. 


read that which! is commonly called Fhe Creed of St. Athanaſius, wherein 


thoſe great Myſteries are unfolded in the moſt proper. and perſpicuous 5 


Terms that they are capable of. 


And as all things neceſſary to be believd are ſummarily contained in the 


Three Creed, ſo they are frequently explained in the other parts of our Li- 
turgy: Infomuch, that it would be eaſy to frame a compleat Body of Di- 
Viaity out of the Words there uſed: At leaſt of all ſuch thing as are need- 
ful for any Man in the World to believe or know, in order to his Eternal 
Salvariqn,, The ſame may be ſaid alſo of all thoſe things, which we ought 


to do. For, as we here do whatſoever is neceſſary to be done in order to 


dur 3 of Sog in chie Then ſo * are here Shs vhatſoe ver — 
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ceſſary to be learnt, in order to our ſerving God in all other places. So that 
no Man that frequents our Publick Congregations, where the Common- 
Prayer is uſed, can ever plead Ignorance of any one Duty whatſveyer ; For 
if it be not his on fault, he may there be inſtructed in every thing which 
He that made him requires of him, For here, as I obſerved before, we con- 
ſtantly read the Holy Scriptures ; which, as the Apoſtle faith, I profitable 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction, in Righteouſneſs, 
that the Man of God may be perfect, throughly inſtructed unto all good works, 
2 Tim. 3.16, 17. And ſeeing it hath pleaſed the moſt high God to com- 
+ priſe his whole Will, and by Conſequence our Duty in the Tex Commana-. 
ments, hence we read them conſtantly every Sunday and Holy day through- 
out the whole Year, By which means every one, that doth not wilfully ſnut 
his Eyes, may clearly ſee, and fully underſtand his whole Duty both to 
God and Man, Eſpecially conſidering, that in Prayers themſelves alſo there 
is frequent mention made of all thoſe Vices which ought to be avoided, and 
of all thoſe Good Works which ought to be performed by us. So that we 
can never come to Church, but we are ſtill put in mind, both of what we 
 exght, and what we oug ht not to do, that we may be ſaved. RES. 
And then, as there is nothing neceſſary to be known: or done, but we are 
taught it; ſo neither. is there any thing neceſſary to be obtained to make 
us either Holy or happy, but we pray for it in the Common-Prayer. For 
here we have the Lord's Prayer, à Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom it ſelf; and 
/- theretore ir muſt needs be the moſt perfect and DiyineP rayer that ever was 
made. Neither do we uſe it only once, but in every diſtinct Service of the 
Church, in our Prayers before we read the Holy Scripture; and in our Pray- ' 
ers after: Towards the end of the Lirany, and in the Beginning of the 
Communion Service, and in every Office of the Church beſides, And the 
Reaſon is, becauſe altho* our Saviour hath not forbidden us to uſe any o- 
ther Prayer, yet he hath expreſly commanded us to ſay this, whenſoever 
ve ſ pray. And therefore, in obedience to his Command, our Church hath 
wiſcly ordered, that ſn all, and every folemn Addreſs that we make to the 
moſt high God, we always ſay this Prayer, leſt otherwiſe by our Tranſꝑreſſi- 
on of his Command, in d mitting this, we make all our Priyers to be incffc- 
- Etual, And beſides, by the conſtant uſe of rhis amongſt our other Prayers, 
ve are always ſure to uſe one prayer, both abſolutely perfect in it ſelf, aud 
moſt acceptable unto him, to whom we pray; it being a Prayer of his own 
Compoſure: So that we ſpeak unto God in his own Words, and ſo may be 
confident that ve ask nothing of him, but exactly according to his owa will. 
And tho' all things neceſſary for us, be vertually contain d in the Lord's 
Prayer, yet our Church in conformity to the Catholick and Apoſtolical, 
hath thought good to add ſome other Prayers, in which the ſame things are 
more particularly expreſſed and deſired at the Hands of our great and moſt 
Bountiful Benefactor. All which are ſo contrived, that there is nothing evil 
or hurtful for us, but we pray agaiaſt it; nothing good or uſeful, but we pay 
for ir, There is no Vice or Luft, but we deſire it may be ſubdued under us; 6 
Grace or Vertue, but we pray it may be planted and grow in us, Inſomueh, 305 
chat if we do but ſtedfaſtly believe and truſt in God for his as of 
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them, and ſo obtain what we there pray for, ve cannot but be as real and true 
Saints, as happy and bleſſed Creatures, as it is poſſible for us to be in this 


World. Neither do we pray for our ſerlvᷣes only, but according to the Apoſt- 
leꝰs Advice, we make * 


plications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of 

thanks for all Men; yea, for our very Enemies as our Saviour hath command» 
ed us. Matt. 5.44. And what can bedefired more than all this, to make the 
Matter of the Common - Prayer, Kdify ing either to Our - ſelves, or others ? 
Nothing certainly, but Truth and Sincerity of Heart in the uſing of it. 

I cannot paſs from this Head, before I have obſerved one thing more 
unto you, concerning the Prayers in general; and that is, That they are 
not carried on in one continued Diſcourſe, but divided into many ſhort 

Prayers or ColleQs, ſuch as that is which our Lord himſelf compos'd; and. 
that might be one Reaſon, wherefore our Church ſo ordered ir, that fo ſhe 
might follow ovr Lord's Example in it, who beſt knew what kind of Prayers 
were fitteſt tor us to uſe, And indeed, we cannot but all find, by our own 
Experience, how difficult it is to keep our Minds long intent upon any thing, 
much more'upon ſo great things as the Object and Subject of our Prayers 
are, but do what we can, we are ſtill liable to diſtractions: So that there 

is a kind of neceſſity to break off ſometimes, to give Our-ſelves a breath- 
ing · time, that our Thoughts being looſened for a while, they may with 
more eaſe and leſs danger of diſtraction, be ty'd up again, as it is neceſſary 
they ſhould be all the while that we are actually praying to the Supream 
Being of the World. 
Beſides that, in order to the performing our Devotions aright to the 
moſt High God, it is neceſſary that our Souls be poſſeſſed all along with 
due apprehenſions of his Greatneſs and Glory, To which purpoſe our ſhore 
Prayers contribute very much: For every one of them beginning with 
ſome of the Properties or Perfections of God, and ſo ſuggeſting to our 
Minds right apprehenſions of Him ar firſt, it is eaſy to preſerve them in 
our Minds during the ſpace of a ſhort Prayer, which in a long one would 
be apt to ſcatter, and vaniſh away. | | 
But that which I look upon as one of the principal Reaſons, why our 
Publick Devotions are, and ſhould be divided into ſhort Collects, is this, 
Our Bleſſed Saviour, we know, hath often told us, That whatſoever we 
ask in his Name, we ſhall receive: and ſo hath directed us in all our Pray- 
. ers to make uſe of his Name, and to ask nothing but upon rhe account of 
his. Merit and Mediation for us: upon which, all our hopes and expettations 
from God do wholly and ſolely depend. Hence therefore, (as it always was, 
ſo.) it cannot bur be judged neceſſary, that the Name of Chriſt be frequent- 
ly inſerted in our Prayers, that ſo we may liſt up our Hearts unto him. and 
act our Faith upon him for our obtaining the good things we pray for. And 
ſo.we ſee it is in the Common. Prayer, for whatſoever it is we ask of God, 
we preſently add, Through” Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, or ſomething to that 
purpoſe ; and fo ask nothing but according to our Lord's Diraftion, even 
in his Name. And this is the reaſon that makes our Prayers ſo ſhort ; for 
take away the Conclufion of every Collect or Prayer, In the Name of 
0 Chrif, and you may join them all together, and make them but as one 
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continued Prayer, But this would be to offer manifeſt violence tothePray-, 
s, by rakidg away that which give them alt their Foree and Energy, and 

ſo making them ineffeQual to the purpoſes for which they are uſed. For 

certainly rhe Asking all things in the Name of Chriſt, as we do in the 

Common - Prayer, is the only way whereby to obtain what we defire, and by 

conſequence, the moſt Edifying Way of Praying in the World. 
The next thing to be conſidered in the Common- Prayer, is the Merhod, 

which is admirable, andas Edifying, if poſſible, as the Matter it ſelf, This 

none can deny that doth but fully underſtand and ſeriouſly conſider of it. 

Which therefore that you may all do, I ſhall bricfly run thro' the whole © 
and give you what Light I can into it, that you may clearly fee not only 

the Reaſonableneſs, but the Excellency of it all along. For which purpoſe, 

I ſhall inftance only in ſuch things which offer themſelves ac firſt fight, ro, 
any one that doth but caſt his Eye upon it. 0 7 2 
Let us therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of Sober aod devout Chriſtians 

{ ſuch as we all ſhould be) met together to perform their Pablick Devotiv 
ons to Almighty God; every one of which hath lift up bis Heart privately 
unto Him already, imploring his Aid and Aſſiſtance in the Performance f 
fo great a Work, and ſo are now already to ſet about it The firſt, ching 

we do, is to read ſome Sentencis of Holy Scripture, that ſo we may begin 
our Devotions unto God in his own Words. And they are all ſuch Sen- 
Fences as put us in mind of our Sins againſt Him; and of his Promiſe to 
pardon them if we do repent : That ſo we may preſent and carry Our. ſelves 

wit that Reverence and godly Fear before Him, as becometh thoſe who 
are ſenſible of their own vileneſs and unworthineſs to approach ſo great a 

| Majeſty ; and likewiſe, with that Faith and humble Confidence, which. 
becometh thoſe who believe, that He, upon our Repentance, will pardon 
our Sins, and accept both our Perſons and Performances, according to the 
Promiſes which-he has made unto us. ES Rs . 

Ik̃ ben follows a grave Exhort ation, concerning the End of our preſent 

þ . Aſſembling, which is of great uſe, and ought never to be omitted. For 

| Men generally are apt to ruſh into the preſence of God, without ever con- 

| ſideriag whar they gd about. Whereas, this Exhortation puts us upon con- 

[| fidering the Sreatneſs of the Work which we are now ingag d in, and fo up- 

on compoſing our Thoughts, and preparing Oar-ſelves for the due pertors 

_ mance of it. Our Minds being thus brought into a right frame and temper 

For it, weall, both Miniſter and People proſtrate Our - ſelves before the moſt 

High God, Confeffing upon our Knees the manifold Sins and Wickedneſs. 
that we have committed agaiaſt him. Which Confeſion is ſo contrived, 

Fj that all, and every Perſon in any Congregation whatſoever, may joyn in 

it. For it runs in general terms; and yet fo too, that every particular 
Perſon may, and ought in his own Mind to confeſs, and acknowledge his 
own Sins, which he knows himſelf co be guilty of. As where we ſay, N 
have left undone thoſe things which we ought to have done, and we have - 
done thoſe things which we ought not to have done. At the faying of this, 
every one ſhould call his own Sias to remembrance, what Duties he knows FF} 
_ himſelf to have omitted, and what Vices he knows himſelf to have — 1 
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mitted, and confeſs them accordingly to God. And when we have thus con- 
feſſed our Sinsunto God, we preſently implore His Mercy in the pardon of 


them, and his Grace, that for the future we may forſake them, And whilſt - 


we are thus upon our Knees, humbly confeſſing and bewailing our Sins be- 


fore the Lord our God, the Miniſter flands up, and in the Name of God. de- 


clares and pronounceth to all thoſe who. cruly repent, and unfeignedly be- 
he ve his Goſpel, The Abſolution and Remiſſion of all their Sins. Which tho* 


ſpoken alſo in general terms, yet every particular Perſon there preſent, ugit - 


to apply it to himſelf, ſo as to be fully perſwaded in bis own Mind, that if he 
doth bur ſincerely repent, and believe the Goſpel, he is perfectly abſolved 


from all his Sins by God him elf, according to the Promiſes which he bath 


made to Mankind in Feſws Chriſt our Lord. 

And now looking upon our ſelves as abſolved from our Sins, upon our 
Repentance and Faith in Chrift, and by conſequence as reconciled to God, 
ve take the boldneſs to call him Father, bumbly addreſſing Our. ſelves to 


him in that Divine Form of Prayer, which he himſelf hath given us, Which 


done, we lift up our Hearts and Voices unto God, for his Affitance of us 
in what we do, in the words of Dawid, the Miniſter crying out, O Lord, 
open thou our Lips, and the People anfwcring, Aud our Mouths ſha? ſhew 
forth thy Praiſe. The Miniſtre again, O God. make ſpeed to ſave us; the 
Peoplo O Lord, make haſte to help 
up our Bodies too, ſtand upon our Feet, and fo put Our-ſelves into a po- 
ſture of praiſing and magnifying the Eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, for his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy towards us; for which purpoſe, 
the Miniſter firſt ſaith or fings the Gloria Patri. Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt ; and the People to ſhew their Con- 
fent, anſwer, As it was in the Beginning, u now, and ever ſhall be, World 
without end, Amen, But not thinking this to be enough, the Miniſter calls 
upon the People again, ſaying, Praiſe ye the Lord, and the People again, 
The Lord's Name be praiſed ; and then we go on to praiſe him together, 
ſaying or ſinging the Ninety-fifth Pſalm, Fenite exulremus Domino, O come - 
let us ſing unto the Lorh, let us heartily rejoyce in the ſtrength of our Sal- 
vation, &c. And ſo proceed to the Pſalms appointed for the Day. After 
every one of which, to teſtify our Belief ia the moſt Sacred Trinity, and 
our Acknowledgment of that infinite Love and Goodneſs, which every one 
of thoſe Divine Perſon; hath maniteſted to us, we repeat that incompa- 


rable Hymn, Glory be to the Father, &c. 


Our Hearts being thus raiſed up to God in praiſing and admiring of him, 


ve are now ina fir temper and diſpoſition to hear what he ſhall ſpeak unto 


us. And therefore have a Chapter read out ot the Old Teftamens ; and that 
in its ordinary courſe, except upon Sundays and Holy-days, when more 


People attending the Publick Worſhip of God, than can convenicorly come 


upon other Days, we read ſome ſelect Chapter proper for the Day, and ſuck 
as is judged moſt edifying to all that are there preſent, And having thus 


heard God ſpeaking unto us in his Holy Word, we preſently fall upon prai- 


ſing of him again for ſo unſpeakable 2 Mercy, ſaying or ſinging in the 
Morning, the The Otum, one of the moſt Heavenly and Seraphick * 


/ 0 8 M 


— * 


1 m 
-* — a ———— * 


. And then immediately we all liſe 
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that vas ever compoſed by Men ; or elſe the Song of the Three Children 
vhich is nothing but a. Paraphraſe upon that which David ſang ſo often 
upon Earth, and which the holy Angels ſing continually in Heaven, even 
Hallelujah, Þraiſe ye the Lord. Wherein we being all ſenſible how far ſhore . 
we Our · ſelves come of praiſing God ſufficiently, we call upon all the Cre- 
atures in the World co do it, Bleſs ye the Lord, praiſe him and magnify ' 
him for ever, In the Afternoon, we ſing either the Magnificat, or elſe the 
Ninety- eighth Pſalm, both which being taken out of God's own Word, 
cannot but be very pleaſing and acceptable unto him. 
After this, our Souls being got upon the Wing again, and ſoaring alofe 
in the Contemplation of the Divine Perfections, we are now rightly quali- 
fed, to hear and receive the Sublime Myſteries of the Goſpel. And there- 
fore have a Chapter read to us out ot the New Teftament. Aſther which, 
ve being revived with the good Tidings of the Goſpel, and filled with Ad- 
miration at the infinite Goodneſs of God therein revealed to us, we break 
forth again into praiſing and adoring him, in the Song of Zacharias, or 
elſe the Hundreth 'P falm in the Morning; and at Evening, either the 
Sixty-ſeventh Pſalm, or elſe the Seng of Old Simeon, ſtill concluding with 
Gloria Patri. | | | 1 5 
- Now. having thus heard ſome part of the Word of God read to us, and 
expreſſed our Thankfulneſs unto him for it, to fignify our Aſſent, not only 
to hat we have heard, but to the whole Scripture, we all with one Heart 
and Voice repeat the Apoſtles Creed, wherein the Sum and Subſtance of it is 
contained. And fo profeſs our ſelyes to continue in the Number of Chriſt's 
Diſciples, and that as we were at firſt Baptized, ſo we ſtill believe in the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God Bleſſed for eyermore. 
\ Hlirherto we have been moſtly taken up with Confeſſing our Sins to God, 
imploring his Mercy in the Pardon of them, bearing his moſt holy Word, 
acknowledging his Goodneſs to us, and praiſing and magnifying his Name 
for it. By which means, except we have been extreamly wanting to Our- 
| ſelves, our Hearts cannot but be fo, united and fixed upon God, that we 
Nꝝæl are now rightly diſpoſed to make known our Wants, and preſent our Peti- 
tions before him. This therefore is the next thing we ſet upon: But ſeeing 
'S that neither Miniſter nor People can poſſibly do it aright without the Aſ- 
ſiſtance ot God himſelf, therefore each of them firſt pray for his ſpecial 
| Preſence with the other, The one ſaying, The Lord be with yon, the other, 
And with thy Spirit, And then immediately falling down upon our Knees, 
we adore and ſupplicate each Perſon of the moſt Bleſſed Trinity to have 
mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon ns, Chriſt have mercy upon us, 
Lord have mercy upon us, After which we addreſs Our-ſelves to God in 
the Words that he hath pur into our Mouths, ſaying the Lord's Prayer; 
which ended, the Miniſter and People, by turns, lift up their Hearts to God 
in ſome ſhore and keavenly Ejacularions, ſtriving as it were to outyy each 
other in prevailing with the Almighty to pour dewn his Bleſſings upon us. 
And then, in an humble and ſolemn manner, we joyn together in ſupplica- 
ting his Diving Majeſty for his Grace and Favour, his Defence and Prote- 
&ion, his Mercy and Bleſling, for Our-ſelyes, for the King, for the Royal 
CE ata, e a, 88 Family, 
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Family, for his Church, and for C N And thus we do ordinarily 
in the Collects appointed for that purpoſe: But upon Wedneſdays and Fri- 
days, [upon which days the Primitive Church uſed to perform mere than 
their ordinary Devotions) as alſd upon the Lord"s day in the Morning, we 
do it in the Litauy, and in ſuch # Litaxy'as comprehendsall, and every thing 
that we can ever need to defire of Almighty Gad, either for Our: ſelves or 
others, After this, upon Sun#ays and Holy-days, we proceed to the Com- 
Munion Service; and therefore, approaching to the Lord's Table, ve be» 
gin it with his own Prayer. And after another ſhort Prayer to God to 
_ cleanſe the Thoughts of our Heart, by the Inſpiration of his Holy, Spirit, 
we read the Ten Commandments, which he hath enjoyn'd us to obſerve ; 
and after every Commandment we ask God Mercy for our Tranſgreſſions 
thereof for the time 1 the ſame for the time to come; 

ſaying, Lord have merey upen iu, and incline our Hearts to keep this Law. 

And then, after a Prayer for the King, and the Collect for the Day, we read 
the Epiſtle and Goſpel, that is moſt commonly a ſhort Paragraph taken out 


of the Canonical Epiſtles,and another out of one of the Holy Goſpels, which oo 


was the ancient way of Reading the Scripture, before it was divided into 
Chapters. And 'we do it now to prepare us the berter for the Communion 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, therein revealed to us. But ſeeing we nei- 
ther do, nor can read over the whole, we repeat the ſubſtance ot it iv the 
Nicene Creed, which.it is very neceſſary we ſhould do at this time, th fo 
we may demonſtrate our ſelves to be Chriſtians, and ſo capable of recei- 
ving the moſt Holy Communion. He that all this while hath employ'd him- 
ſelf as he ought to do in the Service of our Church, cannot but find himſelf 
ſtrangely edify'd by it. Yer howſoever, that nothing may be wanting that 
may any way conduce to our Edification, after the Nicene Creed, our Church 
had appointed a Sermon to be preached, which is ſound, plain and pra- 
ical, as it ought ro be, cannot but be very edifying too. 5, 
And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo far edify d, as to be faiſed up 
to the higheſt pith of Devotion that we can arrive at in this World, and ſo 
are fit to be admitted to the higheſt Ordinance of the Church, the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. And therefore we now be rake our ſelves to it. 
But that we may nor appear before our Lord empty, we firſt offer up ſome- 
thing to him of what he hath beſtowed upon us, to be diſpoſed of to Pious 
and Charitable uſes ; teſtifying thereby our Acknowledgment of his Good+ 
neſs to vs, and that we have nothing bur what we receive from him. And 
to excite and encourage us to do this, all the while that we are offering, 
we have ſome ſelect Sentences of Scripture read to us. wherein God either 
commands us to be charitable, or elſe promiſeth a Bleſſing ro thoſe that 
are ſo. And then we Pray For Chriſt's whole Church Militant here om 
Earth, whereby we profeis Our-ſelyes to be real Members af ir, and de- 
ſirous to hold Communion with it in Chriſt's Myſtical Body and Blood. 
And fo wee proceed to rhe Celebration of it; in which. the Merhed is ſo 
clear, ſo apparently edifying, that I need nor ſay any thing of it. Burt 


* ſhall only obſerve two thing in General concerning it. 


Firſt, That the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, being the higheſt — 
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to us; hence that place where this Sacrament is admigiſtred, was always 
made and reputed the higheſt place in the Church. And therefore alſo, it 
vas wont to be ſeparated from the reſt of the Church by a Skreen of Net · 
work, in Latine Caucelli; and thax ſo generally,that from thence the Place 
its ſelf is called the Chancel. That this was anciently obſer ved in the Build- 
ing of all conſiderable Churches (for 1 ſpeak not of private Oratories or 


 Chappels ) within few Ceoruries after the Apsſtles themſelves, even in the. 
days of Conſtantine the Great, as well as-in all Ages fince, I could cafily de- 


monſtrate from the Records of thoſe Times. But having purpoſely waved” 
Antiquity hitherto, I am loath ro trouble you withit now. But I mention 


it at preſent, only becauſe ſome perhaps may wonder why this ſhould be 


%., 


obſerved in our Church, rather than in all the other Churches which have 
been lately built in this City. Whereas they ſhould rather wonder why it 
was not obſerved in all others as well as this. For beſides our Obligations 


to conform as much as may be to the Practice of the Univerſal Church, and 


to avoid Novelty and Singularity in all things relating to the Worſhip of 
God; it cannot be eaſily imagin'd that the Cat holicł Church in all Ages 


and Places, for 13 or 1400 years together, ſhould obſerve ſoch a Cuſtom 


as this, except there were great Reaſons fort. We 
What they were, it is not neceſſary for us to enquire now. It may beſuf- 


| ficient to obſerve at preſent, that the Chancel in our Chriſtian Churches, 
Vas always looked upon as anſwering to the Holy of Holiesin the Temple, 


which, you know, was ſeparated from the SanFuary or Body of the Tem · 
ple, by the Command of God himſelf. And that this Place being appropri- 


-  ared to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, it ought to be ſo contrived, as 


may be moſt convenient for thoſe who are to partake of that Bleſſed Or- 
dinance, But it muſt needs be more convenient for thoſe who are to enjoy | 
Communion with Chriſt, and in him with one another, in this holy Sacra- 


Ment, to meet together as one Body, in one plice ſeparated for that pur- 
Pole, than to be diſperſed, as otherwiſe they would be; ſome in one and 


ſome in another part of the Church. Or, in ſhort, it is much better for 
the Place to be ſeparate, than the People, Furthermore, It is not only con- 
venient, but in ſome ſenſe neceſſary, for every Communicant to obſerve 
and take ſpecial notice of the ſeveral Circumſtances which our Lord harh 
ordained to be uſed in this Sacrament, as the Breaking of the Bread, and 


the Conſecrating both that and the Wine, to repreſent his Death, che 


breaking of his Body, and the ſhedding of lis Blood for our Sins; that ſo 
our Hearts may be the more affected with it, and by conſequence our Souls 
more edify d by it. But this cannot be ſo well done, except there boa Place 


ſer apart for it, where they may all be placed, about or near to the Commu- 
nion - Table, and ſo behold what is there done at the Conſecration of the E- 


lements. Hence alſo it is, that the Sears there, are and ought to be ſo or- 
dered, that all that are in them may ſtill Iook that way, and contemplate 


upon rheir Bleſſed Saviour, there evidently ſet forth as crucify'd for them. 
The other thing that I would obſcrve unto you concerning the Holy Cem- 
muyion, is this, That our Church requireth, or at leaſt ſup poſeth it to be 
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it was in the Primitive Church. For that is the Reaſon that the Communion 
Service is appointed to be uſed upon all ſuch Days, and to be read at the 
Communion Table, that ſo the Miniſter may be there ready to Adminiſter it 
unto all that deſire to partake of it. Which ſhews the great care that our 


nion at our Lord's Table. Which if People could once be perſvaded to, they 
would ſoon find greater Benefit by it, than I can expreſs, or they them- 
ſelves, till then, imagine. I ſhall ſay no more of ir at preſent, but, only 
this, That I am ſo ſenſible of what I now ſay, that could I be ſure to have 3 
ſufficient number of Communicants, I ſhould be heartily glad ro Adminiſter 
the Holy Sacrament every Lord's Day, both for their Sakes, and my own too. 

Thus I have given you a ſhort Scheme of that excellent Method wherein 
our Divine Service is perform'd ; which whoſoever rightly conſiders, will 
need no other Argument to convince him, that it is according to the A- 


poſiler Rules, very fdifying indecd. The laſt thing to be confider'd in it, is 


the Manner of irs Performance; by which I mean only the ſeveral Poſtures 


of the Body, as ſtanding, and kneeling, which are us'd in it; for they 


alſo are done to Edifying. While we ſay or ſing the Hymng and Pſalms to 
the Praiſe and Glory of God, we ſtand up, not only to fignify, but to ex- 
cite the Elevation of gur Minds at chat time. For as on rhe one hand, if our 
Souls be really lift up in the Praiſes of God, our Bodies will naturally lift 


. throughout the Year, 26 


Church hath of all her Members, that they might be edify'd and confirm d 
in the Faith. To which nothing contributes more than frequent Commus - 


up themſelves, to accompany them as far as they can towards Heaven; ſo 


oa the other hand, the raifing up of our Bodies, helps towards the raiſing. 


up of our Souls too, by putting us in Mind of that high and heavenly 
Work we are now about; wherein according to our weak Capacities, we 


joyn with the Quite of Heaven in praifing God now, as we hope to do it 


for evermore. For this cauſe alſo we ſtand at the Creeds, for they being 
Confeſſions of our Faith in God, as ſuch, they come under the proper ne- 
tions of Hymns or Songs of Praiſe to Him. All our praiſing God being really 


nothing elſe but our confeſſing and acknowledging him to be what he is in | 
himſelf and to us. And beſides that, by our ſtanding at the Creeds and Go- 


Hels, we fignify our aſſent unto them, and our readineſs to defend them 


to the utmoſt ot our Power, againſt all oppoſition whatſoever. And as for 
the Goſpels particularly, they contain the very Acts which our Lord did, and 
the very Words which he ſpake when he was upon the Earth; and there- 
fore we Who profeſs him to be our Lord and Maſter, cannot ſurely bu: 


ſtand up, when we hear him ſpeaking, and liſten diligently to thoſe gra- 


cious Words which proceeded our of his Divine Mouth 
And as when we praiſe God, we raiſe up Our. ſelves as high as we can to- 


wards Heaven, ſo when we pray unto him, we fall down as Jow as we c 


wards the Earth, nor daring to preſent our Supplicarions to the abfoluce 
Monarch of the whole World, any other ways than upon our knees, Whict; 
is ſo proper, ſo natural a Poſture for Supplicants, that if all Men would but 


duly conſider what they do when they pray to Almighty God, the Churct: * 


need neve have commanded them to kneel at that tima For they cont'd 


— p B 2 / | | Dr 


” — - . » - \ — 


3 


Wo 


5. tat 


* 
— - — 
* 


- * 
. \ \ , « k 


not chuſe but do it: No, wake ors they are ſt ould feem 
never ſo inconvenient for it. For we figd our, Bleſſed Saviour himlelf kneei- 
ag at his Prayer in the Garden upon thb bare Ground, Lake 22. 41, and 
St. Paul upon the Sea ſhore, where he could haye no orher Cuſhion but 
Stones or Sand, Act, 21. 3. Howſoever, to take off all thoſe little Excuſes 
that Men are apt to make for themſe]ves in this Caſe, the Seats in this 
Church are ſo diſpos d, and all things fo prepar'd in them, that there can | 
be no Inconvenience at all in it, but rather all the Conveniences for Kneel- | 
% ing that can be defired, And therefore if any of you ſhall yer neglect to | 
q ; keel while the Prayers are read, they will give us too much cauic to call | 
| | dur Religion into queſtion, or to ſuſpe& they have none at all. For if they - | 
( had, they durſt not, they could not offer ſuch a manifeſt Affront to the 
| | - great Creator of the World, as to carry themſelves no otherwiſe while they 
„ pray to him, chan as if they were converſing with ther Fellow creatures. 
| But why do | ſpeak of their Praying unto God ? It is too much to he fear'd 
. 


they do not pray at all, nor come to Church for any better pur poſe than 
only to ſee and be ſeen. I am ſure they perform no Act of external Wor- 
ſhip of Adoration unto God, nor ſhew him that Reſpect and Reverence 
which is due unto him; and ſo give very great Offence to all Pious and 
' Devout Chriftians. - SD 


k | / Whereas if all and every Perſon in the Congtegation, would always be 
$ upon their Knees, while they put up their Petitions to the moſt high GOD, 
K . what a mighty Advantage would this be, not only to, cvery- one in particu- 


lar, but to the whole Congregation in general? For as every one woud by 
this means keep his Heart wot ſtedfaſt in the true Fear and Dread of GOD, 
= and likewiſe moſt certainly obtain the good Things he prays for, as the Fa- 
|  thers frequently aſſert: ſo the whole Congregation alſo would be very 
j | _ , much edifydby it. For by this means we ſhould excite and inflame each 
others Devotions, confirm and ſtrengthen one anothers Faith, and con- 
* vince both Our-ſelves and all that ſee us, that Religion is indeed a ſerious 


vation of your own Souls, I beſcech you allig the Name of Him that made 
1 you, that wheaſoever. you come hither to pray unto Hm, you do it in that | 
W - av ful, lowly, and ſolema manner, which our Church commandeth, and as | 
[| becometh Creatures, when you ſpeak to your Great and Almighty Creator ; 
| | that ſo you may give true Warlhip and Honour unto Him, aud allo receive 
that Benefit and Edification to your ſelves, which ke hath promiſed, and 
| you expect from your publick Prayers. This being certainly the molt edi» | 
ty ug poſture that you can poflibly uſe upon ſuch Occaſions. | | 

* From what we have hitherto diſcourſed concerning the Language, the 

| Matter, the Method, and the Manner of Performing Divine Service, as con- 
diaiued and preſcribed in the Book of Common- Prayer, we may poſitively. 
conclude, That it agrees exactly with the Rule in my Text, even that, All. 
things in it are done to edifying : Which was the Thing 1 undertook to 
prove. I know that many other Arguments might be brought to er 


1 . thing; and that we believe it to be ſo, by our ſerving GO D with ſo much 
I | Reverence and godly Fear, as this humble Poſtare repieſenteth. And there» 
} fore as you tender the Love of GO D, the Credit of Religion, or the Sal- 
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o Excellehcy and Uſefulgeſs of the Common Prqyer. hut theſe alread 7 pro- 


duced are ſufficjent to convince any ſober and conſidering Chriſtian of ir, 
And if there he any here preſent who are not yet convinced by whar they 
have heard of it, I delire only one thing of them, and that is. That they 
would but make Trial of it for a while. For my charity promprs me to be- 
lie ve, that all the Zeal that ſome expreſs againſt the Common» Prayer and all 
that Indifferency that is in others for it, proceeds only from their Ignorance 
ot what it is, er at leaſt from their want of an experimental Knowledge 
of it, For ler any Man that fcriouſly minds the Worſhip of GOD and the 
Salvation ot his Soul, before all things elſe ; let ſuch a one, I ſay, fer him- 


elf in good earneſt to uſe the Common · Prayer as he ought to do for ſome 


conſiderabſe time, and I do not doubt but that by the Bleſſing of GOD, he 
will find that Benefit and Edification by it, that is own Experience mall 
convince him of all that I have now (aid, more than all the Arguments 
that I have, or any Man in the World can ever produce to him. Some per- 
haps may think this to be a Paradox: But I do not queſtion but that many 
here preſent can atteſt it upon their own Koowledge; having found them- 
ſelves more confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled in their Religion, more 
humbled for their Sins, more ſupported under their Troubles, more en- 
Hamed with Love to GOD and Deſires of Heaven, every way more Edify'd 
by the conſtant uſe of the Common Prayer, than they could ever have be- 
licved it poſſible ro have been, except they had found ito have been fo by 
their own Experience, ; EY; 5 34 
Now theſe things being thus briefly conſidered, 1 ſhall obſerve only rwo 
things from them. The firſt is the extraordinary Prudence as well as Piery 
of oor firſt Reformers, who firſt compiled the Book of Common- Prayer, is 
exactly conformable to the Word of GOD, and that Apoſtolical Canon in 


my Text; which I cannot but aſcribe to the ſame extraordinary Aid and 
' Alliftance from GOD, whereby they were afterwards inabled to tuffer Perſe- 


cution, yea Martyrdom it ſelf for his Sake, and fo to confirm what they have 


done wit their own Blood. Which certainly is no {mall Commendation of it. 


The other thing I would obſerye unto you, is the Reaſon why the Devil 
hath had ſuch a ſpight againſt the Common: Prayer, ever ſince it was firit 


made. For the more edifying it is to GO D's People, the more deltructive 


ir mult needs be of the Devil's Kingdom. And therefore it is no wonder 


that he hath all along employ'd the utmoſt of his Power and Policy to blaſt 


irs Reputation, and ſo to diſcourage and diſſwade Men from the uſe of it. 


And by the Permiſſion of GO D for the Puniſhment of this ungrateful Na- 


tion, be hath {o far prevail'd.in his Deſign, that the Liturgy bath been twice 

caſt out of the Church ſince it was firſt brought into it; once in the Reign 

of Queen Mary, and then again in the Days of King Charles the Fu lt. 
In the Reign of Queen Mary, you all know, who where his Initruments 


in the doing of it, even the Papiſis. For their clearly and truly torclaw, 
that cheir Erroneous Opinions could never be believed, nor Superſtitidus 


Practices obſerv d in the Nation, ſo long as the Common: Ha ι˙buſed. 
Foraſmuch as there is nothing in that, but what is ſound and ag: goable to 


the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and ſa contrary. to the grovadicls Opinions 


which 
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i to arm us againſt the Pons / Supremacy, Indulgences, Invocation of Saints, — 
Tranſſubſtantiation, and other Popiſh Errors; ſo that it would have been 
impoſſible for the Romiſb Religion to be ever reſtored in the Nation, unleſs = 

the Common-Prayer was firſt removed. Which therefore they took care to 
have done as ſoon as poſſible. But within a few Years after, even the firſt of 
Q. £lizabeth,it vas brought in again, And as the Reformation was begun 
betore, fo from that time forward it was carry d on, and perfected chiefly 
by the means of Common Prayer, For it is very obſervable, that in the Reign 
of K. Edward the Sixth, and for ſeveral Veirs too of (. Elizabeth, there 
was little or, no Preaching in moſt parts of the Kingdom, and few then could 

read Engliſh, and yet by the conſtant and general uſe of the Liturgy, and. 

So s Blelling upon it, the whole Nation was ſo edify'd in the true Religion, 
that there was ſcarce one in an hundred but forſook and abhorred all PopiſÞ 
Doctrines and Superſtitions : Which is an undeniable Argument, that in this 
reſpect alſo it is as edifying, as it is poſſible for a. thing of that nature to be. 
In ſo much that fo longas the Common · Prayer is uſed and frequented as it 
ought to be, it is morally icipoſſible for Popery to get any ground amonglt 
vs. But if this Bulwark was once remov'd ( which God torbid Your grand 
Adverfary would ſoon accompliſh his malicious Defigns upon us, one way 
or other. This he knows well enough; and theretore hath left no ſtone 
unrura'd to effect ir, Bur what he had done before by the Papiſts, he afrer- 
wards brought about again by other means in the Reign of K. Charles the 
Firſt. For by what kind of Spirit the Common- Prayer was then caſt out, you 
all know, and ſome of you found by woful experience. All that I ſhall fay 
of it, is only this, Thar the ſame Spirit that then ſtirred up People fo vio- 
tently againſt the Commoen-Prayer,ſtirr'd them up at the ſame time to rebel 
againſt their King, to take away Mens Eſtates and Lives contrary to all 
La and juſtice; and at laſt to murder one of the moſt Pious Princes that 
ever lived, And whether that was the Spirit of Chriſt or Aut iehriſt, God or 
the Devil, jadge you. Be ſure the Conſequents of its being laid aſide at 
that time were very ſad. For People being depriv'd of that whereby they 
_ ſhould have been edify'd, were immediately toſs'd to and fro with every . 
vid or Doctrine, until at length many of them fell into the moſt pernici- 
ous and damnable Herefies that vere ever heard of in the Church. Yea, to. 
gether with the Liturgy, they laid aſide all Diſtinction between Sacred and 
Common things; by which me ins the whole Nation was in danger of being 
_ - overiprezd with Profauenefs and Irreligion. But bleſſed be the Name of the 

"moſt high God for it, he-was'once more pleas d to appear for us, and in a 
miraculous manner to reſtore our Common-Prayer to his Church, rogether 
vith our Gracious Sovereign to his Kingdoms, But what {hall we render- 
:6 the Lord for ſo great aBleſſing as this is? All that he expects or we can 
Ziee him for it, is caly to make the beſt uſe oſ it that we can. This there 
- fort is that which I now pray and beſeech you all for the future to do. Do 
not think it enough to be for the Common Prayer, and to co ne now and 
hen to hear ig, This you miy do, as many do, aud yet receive n 
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BRehefir by it, than if there were 1 he receiy d. Which i | 
can by no means be imputed to the Common-Prayer it ſelf, but to the No- 
* gligence of thoſe that uſe it, Neither muſt you think it enough#to talk bigh 
for. it, or to rad at thoſe who are not ſo happy as to be rightly inform d a- 
bout it. But rather take all opportunities to inform them, arid by all means 
poſſible to convince them of the Excellency and Uſefulaeſs of it. Which you. 
can never do ſo effectually, as by your out-ſtripping and exceeding them in 
Vertue and good Works. For this is and ever will be a plain Demonſtration 
that the Common: Prayer is indeed far moce edifying, that thoſe new Modes 
of Religion,which they are ſo unhappily ſeduced into. That theretere you 
may do this, and ſo both experience in your ſelves and demonſtrate unto _ - 
others,theTruth and Certainry of what you have now heard, concerning the 
Common Prayer, I deſire you to obſerve theſe few Rules in the uſing of it. . 
_ Firſt, Come not to our Publick Prayers only out of Cuſtom or for Faſhi- 
on ſake, as the manner of ſome is, but But of a fincere Obedience to God's 
Commands, and with a ſure truſt and confidence in his Promiſes for his 
Bleſſing upon what you do, For which end it will be very good as you go to 
Church, to bethink your ſclves whither you are agoing, and whar you arc {1 
to do there, that ſo laying aſide all other Buſineſs, you may put your ſelves . | |} 
* into a right Temper for ſo great a Work: 4 
Secondly, Frequent our Publick Prayers as often as you can. The oftner 
you are at them, rhe better you will like them, and the more cdify'd you will 
be by them. And therefore do not fatisfy your ſelves with hearing them 
once a week, In this City, as alſo in many other places of the Kingcom, eſ- 
pecially where there are Cathedrals, or Collegiate Churches, you may enjoy 
the Benefit of them publickly every Day, and fo keep you Hearts continu- 
ally in an boly and heavenly Frame, and always live as becometh Chriſtians: 
And if you neglect ſuch Opportunities as are now pur into your hands, you 
will one Day wiſh you had not; but then Wiſhing will do you no good. 
Thidly, It poſſible, come always at the beginning of Di: ine Service, O- 
therwiſe you will find certainly miſs of ſomething that would have been e- 
dify ing to you, and perhaps of that which at that time might have done 
you more good than all the reſt, Neither will you loſe the Benefit only of 
part of ir, but in ſome meafure of che whole too. All the parts of it being 
link'd together in ſo excellent a manner and method, that they influence, 
and aſſiſt each other So that nothing can be omitted either by Miniſter or 
People, but the whole will ſaffer by it, and loſe ſomething of that Vertue 
and Efficacy, which otherwiſe you would find in it. 


* 


Fourthly, All the while that you ate in God's Houſe, carry your ſelf as in 
his ſpecial Preſence,and ſuitably to rhe Work you are about; ſtanding while 
yau praiſe God, and kneeling hen you pray unto him, as our Church hach di- 
rected you. For tho theſe may ſeem but little things in themſelves, yet they 
are of great conſequence, both to our Worſhipping of God aright, and 0 
our being edify d by hat we do, as I have ſhev d before. Laſtly, Take ſpo- 
cial care all along to keep your Minds intent upon the matter in hard. 
When you confeſs your Sins to God, do it with an hearty and ſincete Repen- 

30 tance for alt the Errors ot your Life paſt, | When the Abſolution is 8 ; 
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herein all things Are done to Edifying; 


— 


* a 
- = — — — 1 — - 
— 5 — — as ——— —— — — — ä * — . 8 * 4 : 
5 * 1 , a : ; 
* 6 


' # Ta . 


nouncꝰ di rece ve it with a firm and ſteadfaſt Faith in Chzif our Saviour. Wi 


= 


you repeat or ling the Hymne and Pſalme, raiſe up your Spirits as high as 
you can to joyn with thoſe above in praifing aud magaitying the Eternal 


God, When the Word of Cedis read, hear ken diligently unto it, and conſider 
ſcriouſly whathe that made you ſaitſi to you, and re juireth of you, and re- 


ſolve by his Bleſſing to believe and live accordingty. And all the while that 


you are upon your Knees, putting up your Petitions to the moſt high God, 
let your whole Souls be employ d in it, earneſtly deſiring the good things you 
pray for at his gracious Hands, and humbly confiding on bis taithful Promiſes 
tor the granting of them. By this means you will perform reaſonable Ser- 


vice unto God, and by conſequence that which will be very acceptable unto 
him, and as profitable and edifying to your felyes. Whereas they that do 


not obſerve this Rule, cannot be properly ſaid to pray, or ſerve God ar all. 


And therefore it is no wonder that they come to Church, and hear the 


Common Prayer read, and yet are no way edify?d by it. Indeed it is impoſ- 
fible that they ſhould. Far as much as all the Beneſit and Edification thit 
we can poſſibly receive from any of our Devotions, depends very much up- 
on the due Intention of our Minds in the performance of them. To wh ch, 
as I have ſhewn, both a Form of Prayer in general, and ours in particular, 
is a very great help. Dre A Cs Tos 2 hg 
Do but obſerve theſe plain an neceſſary Rules in uſing of the Common- 


. 


Prayer, ( without v hieh you cannot be truly ſaid to uſe, but rather to abuſe 
it), and you will ſoon find what I have ſaid about it to be true, even that 
Al things in it are done to Edifying. And therefore I would to God that 
not only you that hear me at this time, but all the People of the Nation, 


could be once perſwaded to do ſo. What an holy Nation, what a peculiar 
People ſhould we then become? How pious towards God ? How loyal to our 


© Sovereign ? How juſt and charitable to one another? For by our conſtant 
_ worſhipping Almighty God in fo ſolemn and devout a manner as this is, our 


Hearts woald be over aw d with {© 2 a Fear of his Divine Mijeſty, chat 
ve ſhould. never dare willingly to o 


honour and reverence it in chaſe alſo whom he hath ſet over us. Our whole 
Soũds would be raiſed up ſo much above the World, that we ſhould not do 
an il Act ro gain it wholly tg Our · ſelves. Inſhore, we ſhould be every day 
egify'd-more aud mare in Faith, in Love, in-Hymility, in Self-denial, in 
Temperance, ia Patience, in all true Grace and Verque : And ſo we ſhoyld 


ril at length we arrive at Glory and Perfections iv the highelt Heavens, 
where we ſhall ſpend Eternity it {elf in praifing and.adoring the molt high 


GOD; as forall the other Mercies which he hath;xouchſatcd.ro us, ſo in 
a particular manner for our being Members of ſuch an Fre Church, N 


| Se N At- digt, 
Which GOD of his Iuſinite Mercy N. Wy £119 in and through, 


our Lord and! Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, To whom, with. che Father and Holy 
Sboſt, be all Honour and Glory, World vithout End. Len. 
„ 32: 1 LCs 
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to offend him. Our Mind would be filled ane 
impregnated wich ſuch a ſenſe of his Power and Soyercignty, that we ſhould 
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